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Tue Royat Sanitary INSTITUTE. 


Most veterinary societies will soon have to con- 
sider invitations from the Royal Sanitary Institute 
to send delegates to the next Congress. It is to be 
hoped that such communications will be more 
sympathetically received than they often have been 
in the past. Hitherto, it has been common to hear 
members opposing the sending of delegates, thus 
practically proposing that the societies should refuse 
all connection with the Royal Sanitary Institute. 
The reasons they give are wholly inadequate, and 
well illustrate the shortsightedness of the policy. 

There has been a general impression that our 
SS is not — sufficient prominence at the 

ongresses. Usually, where the sending of delegates 
by a society is being opposed, we hear dissatisfied 
reference to some previous Congress at which, it 
is stated, that ‘the veterinary section only had a 
one-day meeting, and that was pushed back to the 
last day of the Congress.” Two things must be 
remembered here. First, veterinary matters are 
only a part of the wide field of subjects dealt with 
by the Congress ; andit must fairly be added that the 
are by no means the mostimportant part. Second, 
the importance of the veterinary section at any 
Congress is inevitably largely dependent upon the 
amount of active support it receives from veterinary 
surgeons. A section for which only a few delegates 
are expected, and for which only one or two papers 
are provided for discussion, has not material for a 
meeting exceeding one day. Naturally, also, a 
section which in attendance and programme is likely 
to be one of the weakest in a Congress will be rele- 
gated to a back place. Greater veterinary support 
would mean a corresponding gain in the importance 
of the veterinary section. The Royal Sanitary 
Institute has long invited veterinary co-operation ; 
and the reluctance of our members to respond is 
mainly accountable for the comparative insignifi- 
cance of the veterinary sections at many past 
Congresses. 

In 1919, the Royal Sanitary Institute made a re- 
solute and successful attempt to resume its Con- 
gresses ; and a few veterinarians gave whole-hearted 
aid. Thanks chiefly to these, the veterinary section 
marked a great advance. Delegates’ reports in the 
veterinary press (the last of which, by Prof. Wool- 
dridge, appeared last week) show its success. The 
number of'papers forthcoming enabled the veteri- 
nary section to meet for two days, the attendances 
were well above the previous average, and every- 
thing seems to have worked well. This suggests 


what might be the normal state of affairs if veteri- 
nary surgeons would take a sustained interest in 


these Congresses. 


In Prof. Wooldridge’s report, he says—the Con- 
gresses are most valuable as means of both formal 
and informal propaganda ; and veterinary surgeons 
should use them as such. 

The Institute offers us a working connection 
based upon collaboration, which would be advan. 
tageous alike to both parties in the alliance and to 
the community. Our profession is!not so rich in 
allies that it can afford. to despise this one. 


FRACTURE THROUGH MUSCULAR 
CONTRACTION. 


A two-year-old thoroughbred filly while racing 
suddenly pulled up lame in the off hind leg. She 
was led off the course and walked half-a-mile to the 
stables. 

The animal was very lame, and an extensive 
swelling commenced to — about the croup 
extending down the leg. The filly was placed in 
slings and veterinary aid sought. The swelling had 
increased enormously in size, and embraced the 
whole leg to the hock. The muscular tissues were 
infiltrated with inflammatory exudate. 

Rectal and vaginal exploration determined the 
pelvic girdle to be intact. Externally the angle of 
the haunch appeared below the level of the corre- 
sponding part of the opposite side. Palpation of 
this region revealed crepitus. Diagnosis, fracture 
of external iliac angle. The owner being away, and 
having expressed a desire to yse the animal for 
breeding purposes if possible, she was allowed to 
remain in slings pending his return. Five days 
from the date of accident, the filly died. 

Post mortem examination disclosed complete 
fracture of the external iliac angle. A piece of bone 
measuring 4 inches by 3,-eomprising two tuberosi- 
ties and a portion of the under surface of the ilium, 
had broken away, and was pulled out with the 
fingers. 

The interesting features of this case are that the. 
is no record of the filly having fallen during the 
race or subsequent to her removal from the course, 
and no history of trauma of any kind having been 
received. Her age, and the fact that the region of 
the fracture forms one of the centres of ossification, 
suggests that this process may have been incom- 
plete, and that the excessive tension of the muscles 
—superticial gluteus, and tensor vaginas femoris— 
during the effort of racing, had led to detachment 
of the imperfectly ossified portion of the bone. 

Fracture by muscular contraction is of sufficiently 
rare occurrence, and the remarkable nature of the 
instance related appears to be worthy of record. 


Wellington, N.Z. H, A, Rein, F.R.C.V.8. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


INFECTIVE KERATITIS. 


F. A. Allen has published a uote upon this con- 
dition in the Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association. Small epizootics of infective 
keratitis in cattle have — been observed in 
India, Holland, South Africa, the United States of 
America, and some parts of Canada. The author 
now records cases observed in the vicinity of Ay)l- 
mer, Quebec, North America, 

In the first case a trauma was suspected, and in- 
fective keratitis was only thought of when a second 
case appeared a week later. After an interval of 
six days, two other animals became affected. The 
first symptoms consisted in notable lachrymation, 
photophobia, and reddening ofthe circum corneal 
and conjunctival vessels. There were only very 
slight general disturbances. In the course of a few 
days the symptoms became aggravated ; and the 
cornea appeared opaque, first at the centre and then 
over its whole surface. In the course of four or five 
days the opacity became’much more dense, obstruct- 
ing the visual faculty. While in two animals it 
improved, the opacity augmented in the others, as- 
suming a yellowish tint ; and blood vessels appeared 
in the marginal part of the cornea. , 

The disease could be reproduced experimentally 
by passing an infected glass implement over the 
conjunctiva of a healthy horse. Six days later 
there was intense lachrymation and photophobia, 
followed after a few days by the typical clinical 

icture of the disease. The clinical picture could 

reproduced in the same way in a young bull, 

while all the tests made upon rabbits and guinea- 
pigs gave negative results, 

From the lesions a diplococcus was isolated and 
cultivated, which possessed most of the character- 
istics of the bacillus of Morax-axenfeld, a germ 
which is found in one form of human keratitis. 
The disease, however, could not be reproduced with 
a culture of this microbe, probably because the germ 
had become attenuated or modified in its develop- 
ment upon an artificial medium. It appears that 
infective keratitis is transmitted by direct contact 
with the affected animals. Flies may play aw 
important part in the transmission of the disease. 


TREATMENT OF CHRONIC SwINE FEVER WITH 
Aocrp. 


D. J. Healy has published his experience of this 
treatment in the Journal , the American Veterin- 
ary Medical Association. The constant presence of 
swine fever in the United States for more than fifty 
years is probably due to the fact that the disease 
exists in the chronic form in the intervals between 
acute epizootics. 

According to competent authorities, from 2% to 
20% of the total loses from swine fever are attribu- 
table to the chronic form. In the chronic form all 
the s nape are less acute, the temperature is 
sub febrile, and the — may remain normal for 
many days and then disappear suddenly. There is 


diarrhoea and notable emaciation ; and death super- 
venes after some weeks or months. The only anat- 
omo-pathological lesion characteristic of the chronic 
form is constituted by ulcers of the stomach and 
intestine. | 

Healy administered salicylic acid in the drinking 
water to animals affected with chronic swine fever. 
Eighteen out of twenty animals thus treated re- 
covered, making 90% of recoveries. Healso carried 
out the same treatment upon fifteen pigs affected by 
acute swine fever; but all died. 

He therefore concludes that salicylic acid is a 
good remedy in the chronic form of the disease, but 
not in the acute form. 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Souta DurHAM AND Nortu YorkKsHIRE Division. 


A meeting was held at the mer apr Hotel, Darlington, 
on Friday December 5th. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, Mr J. M. Walker, Mr. T. Wilkinson, Lanchester, 
one of the Vice-Presidents, occupied the chair. There 
were also present Messrs. G. R. Dudgeon, and T. T. 
Jack, Sunderland ; P. Snaith, Bishop Auckland ; H. A. 
G. K. Brittain, Guisborough ; E. H. Pratt, Northaller- 
ton and F. H. Sanderson, Darlington. Visitor: Mr. J. 
F. Macdonald, M.R.c.Vv.s8. 

Minutes. It was proposed by Mr. Snaith and seconded 
by Mr. Dudgeon and carried that the minutes of the 
previous meeting as read by the Secretary be taken as 
read and confirmed. 

Correspondence. The roagec>' read a letter from 
the Royal Sanitary Institute with reference to the ap- 
—— of delegates to the Congress in Birmingham 

rom July 19th-24th 1920. It was proposed by Mr. 
Dudgeon and seconded by Mr. Snaith and carried that 
the subject be discussed at the next meeting. 

Specimens. Mr. Snairu exhibited a beautiful speci- 
men of an aneurism on the mesenteric artery, just where 
it leaves the aorta, showing the strongylus armatus in 
position. The foal, six months old, was found dead in 
a sitting position. 

Mr. Jack showed a cystic calculus about the size of a 
hen-egg which he had removed from a Pekinese bitch. 
The bitch did well, but the re-formation of calculi was 
now again manifest on palpation. 

Finances of the Association. After a litile discussion, 
it was proposed by Mr. Snaith and seconded by Mr. 
Pratt that the Secretary treat 1915-16 subscriptions not 
paid as arrears, and that subscriptions for 1919-20 be- 
came due September 1919. ~ 

General Discussion. To consider and draw up a mini- 
mum scale of fees to be charged by aves pe surgeons. 
After the Secretary had read several scales of fees, 
which afforded a little discussion amongst the members 
present. 

Mr. DupGEon proposed that. before a scale be drawn 
up, the Secretary be asked to try to obtain a meeting 
outside the Association, so that al] veterinary surgeon 
especially those in the adjacent districts, might atten 
to discuss the subject and fix a scale, and that the fol- 
lowing advertisement be inserted in The Veterinary 
Record and Veterinary News. and that the expenses be 
defrayed by the Association :— 


“ All members of the veterinary profession are invited 
to attend a meeting at the Imperial Hotel, Darlington, 


~ 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
ii 


January 3, 1920 


THE VETERINARY RECORD | 305 


on Friday, January 16th 1920, at 2 p.m., to discuss the 
question of minimum professional charges. All mem- 
bers of the profession will be welcomed, but veterinary 
surgeons of South Durham and North Yorkshire are 
particularly invited to attend.” 


Le was seconded by Mr. Snaith and carried unani- 
mously. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Pratt to Mr. 
Wilkinson for taking the chair, and this was seconded 
by the Secretary and carried unanimously. . 

The members present afterwards had tea together in 
the hotel. 

Frep H. SANDERSON, Hon. Sec. 


or ENGLAND Division. 


A meeting was held at the Douglas Hotel, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, on Friday December 12th, 1919. The President, 
Mr. Geo. Elphick, in the chair. The following members 
andvisitors were present—Messrs. H. 8. Elphick, J. 
Davidson, W. Dotchin and T. 8S. Hunter, Newcastle ; 
E. R. Gibson, Seaham Harbour; D. Dudgeon, Fence 
Houses ; N. Irvin, South Shields ; B. Hoadley, West 
Hartlepool ; W. Doughty, Alnwick ; J. Cameron, Ber- 
wick ; A. Scott, Morpeth ; T. Wilkinson, Lanchester ; 
T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead ; C. Taylor, Leadgate ; J. P. 
Isherwood, Blyth s F. H. Sanderson, Darlington; F. 
Pickering, Hexham ; G. R. Dudgeon, T. M. Mitchell, 
Sunderland ; and the Hon. Sec. 

The members who had been serving in the Army were 
congratulated on their return. 

e minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Letters of apology for absence were read from Messrs. 
H. Peele, Durham and Geo. Mitchell, Sunderland. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund was laid before the meeting, and it 
was decided, on the motion of Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, se- 
conded by Mr. J. Davidson, that a sum of two guineas 
be forwarded as a subscription to the fund. 

The following gentlemen were nominated as members 
of the Association :—Messrs. T. M. Mitchell, Sunder- 
land ; W. A. Doughty, Alnwick ; E. McLachlan, Mor- 

th; D. Dudgeon, Fence Houses ; B. Hoadley, West 
Hartlepool ; and T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead. 

A lengthy discussion took place on the question of a 
minimum scale of professional fees, in which the follow- 
ing took part. Messrs. G. Elphick, H. 8. Elphick, J. 
Davidson, G. R. Dudgeon, J. Cameron, T. S. Hunter, 
F. Pickering, A. Scott, T. R. Jarvie, J. P. Isherwood, 
F. Sanderson, B. Hoadley, E. R. Gibson, D. Dudgeon, 
C. Taylor, and the Sec. 
~ Owing to the lateness of the hour it was then decided 
to adjourn the meeting, and to hold a special meeting in 
January to further discuss the subject ; the Sec. being 
instructed to forward list of fees that had been suggested 
to all members of the profession practising in the dis- 
trict, for consideration. A vote of thanks to the chair- 
man concluded the meeting. 

T. T. Jack, Hon. Sec. 


REPORT ON THE PUNJAB VETERINARY COLLEGE FOR 
THE YEAR 1918-19, By Coronet H. T. Peasg, C.1.E., 
PRINCIPAL. 


I was in charge of the College during the year and 
carried out the duties of Professor of Sanitary Science in 
addition to myown. This is the fifth year during which 
this extra work has fallen to my share. Mr. W. Taylor 
occupied the chair of Pathology aud Parasitology and 
remained in charge of the small animals clinic. Mr. E. 
Burke, I.8.0., was Professor of Surgery. Khan Baha- 


dur Syad Mahtab Shah, Gilani, was Professor of Anat- 
omyland Physiology ; Khan Sahib Syed Sardar Shah was 
Professor of Cattle Pathology. Khan Sahib Ghulam 
Hussain Khan, House Surgeon, retired from the service, 
on the 1st of October 1918, and Ghulam Rasul Khan, 
who had been officiating for him, was confirmed in the 
appointment. Sheikh Fakir Ali, Assistant to the Pro- 
fessor of Sanitary Science, who is the senior Assistant 
Professor was promoted to grade Rs 150—10—200 per 
mensem. Veterinary Graduate vay Das was trans- 
ferred from the Punjab Veterinar partment to fill 
the Post of Assistant Professor. Hardit Singh, B. Sc., 
has been appointed, Second Demonstrator 
from the 19th November 1918. We were working very 
short-handed, during the year, there being 2 European 
Imperial Officers and four Assistants short in the estab- 
lishment most of the time. 

The Summer Session commenced on the 1st May and 
closed on the 30th June 1918. The Winter Session 
commenced on Ist October 1918 and closed at the end 
of March 1919. 

For the three-years’ course 52 new students were ad- 
mitted in 1918, but two sowars did not join, 2 State 
students and two from other provinces lelt, so that 46 
completed the first year’s training. There were 55 stu- 
dents in the second year class at the beginning of the 
year 1918. Two died of influenza, 3 were kept back, 
and two were struck off for absence without leave, so 
that 48 completed the year. There were 45 students in 
the 3rd year’s class in 1918, one was remanded for ill 
health and 44 remained. 

In the four years’ cow se 26 were admitted in April 
1918. There were 24 in the Second Year in 1918, but 
one having accepted service in the Army Remount 
Department was transferred to the three-year’s course. 
There were twenty-one students in the third year’s class 
of this course in 1918. Owing to the students of the 
four years’ class of this course having volunteered for 
active Military Service there was no special four-years’ 
class this year. 

‘ The students admitted on the Ist May 1919 came 
rom :— 

Three years’ classes.—Indian Cavalry 28 ; Remount 
Department 8 ; Imperial Service Troops 3 ; State Nom- 
inees 7; Central Provinces and Berar 5; United Pro- 
vinces of Agra and Oudh4; Baluchistan 2.— Four 

ear class.—District Boards, Punjab 6; Punjab Civil 
tudents 18. Total 81. 

Of the oe aa students one was a Matriculate, 8 
Entrants failed. The remainder had certificates of the 
4th high or Anglo- Vernacular Middle School certificates. 
The Military students are now selected by the Quarter- 
Master-General, in India, from among candidates in the 
Indian Cavalry and are trained for the new Indian Vet- 
erinary Department. More care is consequently taken 
to select candidates with higher educational qualifica- 
tions, and the improved pay, rank and conditions of 
service have induced better men to seek admission. 
Owing to the war and to the absence of the Post-Grad- 
uate professor on Military duty, the Post-Graduate 
Course was in abeyance. 

Four-years’ course—In the examinations held in 
June 1918 of the men who had failed in one subject 
in the annual examinations in April 1918, two were 
re-examined in the first year and on to the next 
class. At the examination held in April 1919, in the 
first year class, 26 were examined and 25 passed, an 
average of 9671. One student failed badly and was 
transferred to the three-years’ course as unfit for the 
higher training. In the second year class 23 were 
examined in April 1919 and 17 passed, average 73°91 
per cent. Four failed in one subject only and obtained 
50 per cent of marks and will be examined, in the sub- 
ject in which they failed, in June 1919. The whole of 
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the failures were transferred to the three-years’ class as 
unlikely to benefit by the higher training. In the third 
year class, 21 appeared and 19 passed, average 90°47 per 
cent. The failures were transferred to the three-years’ 
course. 

Three-years’ cowrse.—At the examination held in June 
1918 of ang men who had failed in one subject in the 
annual examination in April 1918, 7 students in the 
first year, one of the second year and five of the final 

ear passed. One student from the United Provinces 
ing absent without leave was struck off. At the ex- 
aminations held in April 1918, in the first year’s class 
47 were examined and 39 , average 82°97. One 
failed in one subject only and will be examined in June. 
Six of the failed men were from the Military Depart- 
ment. Five are given another chance and one returned 
to his regiment. One Central Province student was 
remanded. In the second year 48 appeared in April 
1919 and 34 passed, one fell sick and could not complete 
the examination, average 70°83 per cent. Six failed in 
one subject and will be examined in June 1919. Seven 
are remanded for a year. In the Final Examination of 
the 3 years’ class, 44 appeared before the Board of 
examiners and 35 passed, average 79°54 percent. Four 
failed in one subject only and will be examined by the 
President of the Board in June 1919. Five failures are 
remanded for another year. Fifty seven men, therefore, 
ualified during the year, ¢.c., 5 at the June 1918 exam- 
and 35 at examination in April 1919. In addition 
to this 17 men of the four-years’ course who had suc- 
cessfully passed the Diploma Examination of the three- 
ears’ course in April 1918, were passed into the Army. 
Two were examined at the end of the year, of whom one 

and the other failed and was transferred. 

~ The results of the examinations are not so good, as 
those of last year. I am, however, surprised that they 
are so good as they are, considering that the influenza 
epidemic obliged us to discontinue work for some weeks, 
the students suffered for a considerable time from the 
effects of the disease. Extra holidays were ordered for 
various reasons. Students had great difficulty in ob- 
taining oil for light and last, but not least, the rebellion 
in Lahore occurred just before our examinations and 


everything was much upset. Taking all these matters 


into consideration I am well satisfied with the results. 

Dressers’ Course. Forty-five dressers were trained for 
Military Department during the summer vacation of 
1918. 

Farrier’s Cowrse. There were seventeen farriers un- 
der training at the beginning of the year, but unfortu- 
nately the Head Farrier instructor died, and the second 
farrier became too sick to carry on, so the class had to 
be abandoned and the forge c osed. It has so far not 
been possible to get a suitable man for the post of Head 
Farrier instructor during the year, but we are expecting 
a retired Farrier Major to join the appointment shortly. 
In the meantime the class is in abeyance and the forge 
closed to the public. 

Hoépital. The practice in the horse hospital was 
nearly normal. The influenza epidemic and the distur- 
bances account for the small decrease. There were 1137 
equine in-patients against 1,157 last year and 1,259 out- 
door against 1,425 last year. There was an increase in 
the number of in-patients cattle, 184 against 160 last 
year. Cattle out-patients, however, show some falling 
off, 741 only being treated against 1,021 last year. In 
the small animals hospital 400 in-door and 286 out-door 
were treated. The anti-rabic inoculations were contin- 
ued and accumulating evidence shows that it is very 
successful. Fifty-seven dogs were inoculated durin 
the year with no failure. One hundred and ten cases 0 
contagious disease were treated in the Contagious ward. 
In addition to this the Post Office, Jail and Vaccine 


Dep6t animals were periodically inspected. Plans and 


estimates for the pro Municipal Hospital are being 
prepared by the Public Works Department. 

Demand for Graduates. This is increasing, and the 
supply totally inadequate. All departments are very 
short handed and great loss to the ple is resulting. 
With large sums of money available for agriculture and 
education it seems short-sighted policy to neglect veteri- 
nary education and the provision of the rank and file to 
—— contagious disease in the districts. 

e Punjab is doing far more than its fair share in 
this matter, but even though the college is overcrowded 
it cannot hope to provide the number of veterinary 
graduates required for other Provinces and the various 
Government Departments. Another Vernacular College 
is badly wanted and it is hoped that the United Provin- 
ces College may soon materialise. 

New Hostel. During a particularly unhealthy year, 
both physically and morally, experience has shown the 
desirability of {providing proper hostel accommodation 
for the whole of our students, as soon as possible, and [ 
trust that the matter may be taken in hand as soon as 
funds can be made available. The present temporary 
hostel is too small to hold all our students, and it is not 
very suitable for the purpose. 

Very few of the professors, students or menials escaped 
influenza. The whole of our work was dislocated and 
no work of any value could be done for qnite two months. 
Three students and three menials died. 

There is no doubt that the students in the temporary 
hostel suffered less}severely than those living in the city ; 
we kept them as far as possible in the open air and held 
classes outside, whenever possible, during the winter. 

When a proper hostel is provided it will be possible to 
inaugurate several necessary measures for the protection 
of students by the establishment of co-operative stores, 
dairy, etc. 

Punjab Veterinary Association. The Association has 
again a successful year and is in a flourishing con- 
dition. The journal continues to improve and is much 
appreciated. 

General. Iam glad to say that the behaviour of the 
students during the recent disturbances has been exem- 
plary. No one has taken any part in hartal nor associ- 
ated with any political offenders, and lectures were, con- 
tinued and the annual and final examinations were held 
as usual. The medical officer in charge of the students 
had a heavy year’s work and did it very satisfactorily. 

oe p have been taken to provide a playground on the 
hostel site and the work is now in the hands of the 
Public Works Department, funds having been provided. 

The whole of the staff worked as usual we and 
well, and my best thanks are due to them for the unfail- 
ing assistance they rendered me during a particularly 
trying year. 


ON THE CiviL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 
PUNJAB, FOR THE YEAR 1918-19, By Cotoner J. 
Farmer, C.1.E., Carer SUPERINTENDENT. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. D. Meadows remained on military duty through- 
out the year, consequently the post of the Superintendent, 
C.V.D., North Punjab and North West Frontier Province 
was held by Mr. Quirke. Mr. G. Taylor held charge of 
the office of Superintendent, South Punjab, for 2 months 
and 25 days during the year, 7.e., Ist April 1918 and from 
8th January 1919 to 3lst March 1919. He was trans- 
ferred to Poona to officiate as Superintendent, Bombay 
Presidency, during the absence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
G. K. Walker, C.LE., O.B.E. Rai Sahib Lala Kotu 
Ram, Deputy Superintendent, South Punjab, officiated 
as Superintendent for 9 months and 6 days, wz., from 
a ga 1918 to 7th January 1919, in place of Mr. 

ylor. 
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porarily transferr 
greatly increased the work of the Chief Superintendent. 
ki Nath, Veterinary Inspector, attached to | against 1,295 in the previous, year. 
the office of Superintendent, South Punjab, was aoe measures to check the disease were 
ted to officiate as Deputy Superintendent and was pla 

dent charge of the above districts with | mained free from the disease. 
Hemorrhagic Septicemia accoun 


Pandit Jan 


in quasi indepen 
his headquarters at Lahore. These districts were re- 
he South Punjab Circle in February 1919. inst 13,445 in the previous year. 
The Superintendent of the North Puniab Circle is still | of Simla it was reported f 
he North-West Frontier Province, C.V.D. province. 
but owing to the war the question of| _Vaccinatious were performed on 52,464 animals in 19 
ment of a separate a ay epeneag could not | districts against 33,771 vaccinations in the same number 
t for one officer to do | of districts last year. The hi 

> tions was done in the Multan 
Chief Superintendent, Superintendents and| Preventive inoculations against 


transferred to t 


in charge of t 
administration ; 
the appoint 
be dealt wi 
justice 

The 
- Officiating Superintendent, Deputy uperintendent and | cemia were perform 
perintendent toured in all the | animals were inoculated against 158 outbreaks and 29,786 
tive circles, in connection with inoculations last year. 
horse and cattle breeding, investigation of contagious Black Quarter.—608 deaths were reported from this 
the inspection of veterinary hospitals, | disease against 2,609 in the previous year. 
ble assistance was rendered to the|in morta ity is due to the fact that vaccinations were 
partment by the officers of this de- | carried out against the disease in the villages of the 
Vaccinations against 
022 animals 
Eleven animals 


tagious diseases 
ticzemia, 
ki(para- 


Officiating Deputy Su 
districts of their respec 


diseases, and for 
etc. Every possi 
Army Remount Depar 
partment in dealing wit 
the selected districts lyi 
Tours were also made by them in various 2,987 in the previous year. 
districts for the investigation of the prevalence of | Jhelum District after vaccination. 
Other Animals.—The following co 
f this department took every opportunity | occurred in other animals 
e work with Deputy Commissioners and | Rinderpest, Surra, Black-quarter 
d for making known the operations of | sitic diarrhoea) and other uuknown 
agriculturists, etc. . Strangles. In all 1,001 deaths took place against 2,563 
tendent inspected thirteen hospitals | in the previous year. 
e, and attended horse breeding and| These statistics cannot 
Simla. He also attended the | cation of the influence of 
the incidence of contagious 


dictions. 


Lyallpur, an 
of the Arm 
the Hissar 


30,085 in the 
Glanders.— 


in the above district 
Remount Dept. 
Khurrianwalla, 
Line was also dea 


agency for re 
Dourine.—Suspec 
officers of this depar ) 
diagnosis made. It is to be hoped fresh cases will not treated and 41,495 castrations ¥ 
ed from Baluchistan where it is said to be| crease in the work done in vil 
partly due to the fact that there 
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opened during the year. Owing to the shortage of men 
t dispensaries at Bheni Milwan, Kotgarh and Gojra 
and the hospital at Gogera had to be closed during the 


year. 

The total number of animals treated in the hospitals 
of the province was 291,085 against 361,569 last year. 
Medicines were supplied for 17,669 cases that were not 
brought tothe hospita's. Besides this 16,728 castrations 
were performed in these institutions against 16,795 last 
year. 

The decrease in the work of hospitals is due to the 
effect of the influenza —— on the public and the 
staff. Few escaped the disease, and the absence of any 
leave reserve entailed the closing of certain hospitals for 
periods. 

utldings of Veterinary Hospitals. The Government 
has been asked for a grant of Rs. 48,600 out of wheat 
peotie money for the construction of new hospieals, and 
or the improvement of old ones. Assoon as the money 
is allotted monetary aid will be given to various districts 
of tie province for the pu . It is hoped that the 
allotment supplemen by allotments from District 
Boards will go a long way towards the provision of 
suitable hospitol buildings in the province. 


BREEDING OPERATIONS. 


Bulls. At the elose of the year there were 1,265 stud 
bulls at work in the province against 1,090 in the 
previous year. i 

There were 142 casualties and 205 additions during 


year. 

Stallions. At the close of the year there were 67 
horses and 74 donkey stallions at work in the non-selec- 
ted districts of the province as compared with 61 horses 
and 69 donkeys, in the previous year. 


To overcome the difficulty of obtaining suitable Arab} 


stallions, breeding of Arabs has already been started on 
the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar, and it is hoped 
that in years to come the province will be self-su port- 
ing as regards the supply of Arab stallions for selected 
districts. 

SHEEP AND Goats. 

One hundred and five, three-quarter, and half-bred 
merino rams were sold from the Hissar farm, out of 
which only one was purchased by the Jullundur District 
Board, and the remaining 104 were purchased by private 
individuals of the following districts :—Jullundur 1, 
Hissar 63, Ferozepore 40. 

The experiment of merino breeding in the Kangra 
district, owing to the lethargic nature of the gaddis and 
Kulu people was unsuccessful, hence the flock of merinos 
at Palampur was transferred to Lahul where the crosses 
between merino and the Lahuliand Biangi breeds have 
shown an improvement in the wool. ; 

According to Mr. G. pee it will take a long time 
before the influence of the merino blood will become 
generally apparent on the wool, owing to the difficulty 
In getting the people to use the rams systematically. 
Where this is done the improvement is very marked in- 
deed. We have two examples of this in Ferozepore dis- 
drict, in the flock of the Mamdote estate and that be- 
longing to the Haji Muhammad Bakhsh of Chak Sokar. 
The latter has been very successful, due entirely to the 
personal interest in the matter. 

Reports by the Cawnpur Woollen Mills on the wool 
are encouraging indeed, but it will be some time before 
the improved wool can be produced in sufficient quantity 
to realise its full commercial value. 


Farrs AND SHows. 


The statistical information regarding horse and cattle 
fairs and shows is incorporated in tables. Horse fairs 
=. gg in five districts and cattle fairs in twenty 


The tabular statement shows that 23 horse and 29 
cattle fairs and shows were attended by the officers of 
the department during the year under report. 

Cattle Insurance Societies. Six societies were formed 
in the Jullundur and Rohtak districts. So far the soci- 
eties are working satisfactorily, and the outlook seems 

romising, but a definite opinion cannot however be 
ened unjil they have worked for at least a year. 
veterinary assistant of this department has recently been 
deputed, for a period of two years, to work as an inspec- 
tor, Cattle Insurances Societies, and it is hoped that his 
demonstrations will help the expansion of the societies 
in the province. 

EsTABLISHMENT. 


The total strength of the subordinate veterinary staff 
remained the same as last year, but the total number 
working —_—- year was 162 only, viz.—Veterinary 
Inspectors 18, Veterinary Assistants 144. 

War services of the sub-staf. The fact that at the 
close of the year there were 1 veterinary inspector and 
36 veterinary assistants working in the military depart- 
ment shows that the work of the department has n 
ae handicapped by the war. 

During the year under report 1 veterinary inspector 
and 2 veterinary assistants were released from the mili- 
tary department whereas 3 veterinary assistants were 
deputed temporarily, and 2 were permanently transferred 
to that department. The latter 2 were transfered at 
their own request, on account of the increased pay and 
improved prospects in the military department. 

he department is 46 men under strength owing to 
(a) at military duty 37, (b) vacancies 9. 

Regarding (+) the Lahore Veterinary College has not 
been supplying the Punjab repuirements. 

The following casualties took place during the year :— 
deaths 6, retirement 1, resignation 1. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The subordinate staff on the whole has worked well 
The following deserve mention :—Veterinary Inspectors 
Muhammad Abdulla, Barkat Ah, Thakar Singh. 

Deputy Superintendent L. Kotu Ram, was rewarded 
for his good services with the title of Rai Sahib. 

The increase of the work of the department demands 
an increase of the staff and a scheme will be shortly sent 
to Government. 

The clerical staff has worked well. 

Owing to the transfer of Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Branford 
going on leave, the Chief Superintendent had a consider- 
able amount of extra work and responsibility. t 

The Chief Superitendent’s thanks are due to Messrs. 
Taylor and Quirke, and Rai Sahib Lala Kotu Ram for 
their loyal support, and also to the District Officers who 
have so kindly assisted the department. 


REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT CATTLE Farm, Hissar, 
FOR THE YEAR 1918-19. 


REVIEW OF THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT. 


The year under report was a very satisfactory one. 
The rainfall was not sufficient to produce the amount 
of grass necessary for grazing and at the same time al- 
low sufficient to collect fodder for a reserve. It also 
affected the produce in the cultivated area. Although a 
scanty rainfall handicaps the grazing and cultivated 
areas, it sometimes proves a blessing in decreasing dis- 


ease. 

The canal supply in the autumn was insufficient. 

The demand for farm stock by foreign buyers speaks 
well for the class of animals being bred there. 

The Black-quarter vaccine does not appear to have 
been as great asuccess as in former years. Mr. Bran- 
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ford’s action in removing the animal from the diseased 
area was a sound one. 

It is pleasant to observe in the report that the loss 
caused by contagious abortion is decreasing. This is no 
doubt due to careful management. Foot-and-mouth 
disease is one which cannot be kept out of the farm as 
there are so many public roads which go through it. It 
is gratifying to note that no fresh cases of surra, piro- 
plasmosis, strangles and coccidiosis occurred. his 
again shows the care taken in dealing with outbreaks of 
contagious diseases on the farm. 

The number of bulls supplied (192) to District Boards 
and the Oat Hay farm is less than last year, when 206 
were issued ; this was due to one District Board, owing 
to the fodder famine, not taking any bulls. 

The farm supplied the full number of jacks required 
by the A.R.D. Punjab and North-West Frontier Province 
District Boards which is 8 more than last year. The 
supply of jacks from the Hissar farm is a considerable 
help to the Military Department and District Boards 
concerned, because if they were not bred in Hissar they 
would have to be obtained from Europ2 or America at 
double the cost. 

The sheep breeding continues to do well. The Arab 
breeding will, it is hoped, be a success. I purchased 5 
new mares and a stallion at the end of the poms but they 
did not arrive until the beginning of April. 

I visited the farm six times to advise and assist in the 
work as Mr. Branford was on leave, and also to see the 
stock issued to A.R.D. and District Boards. Great 
credit is due to Mr. Branford and Captain Morris for 
their work during the year. 


Report spy Mr. R. Branrorp, SUPERINTENDENT, 
GovVERNMENT CATTLE Farm, HIssar. 


Captain Morris, — Superintendent, officiated as 
Superintendent of the farm from 29th June 1918 to 
January 9th 1919. For the remainder of the year it was 
under my charge. 

The monsoon of 1918 was in marked contrast with 
that of the previous year. The total rainfall in 1918 
was 7°85” az against 41°26” in 1917 and an average of 14” 
The rainfall, although so small was favourably distri- 
buted as far as the Bir grasses were concerned. Most 
of it fell during 10 days in August and was in sufficient 
quantity to produce some grass for grazing. In fact 
grazing was up to January 1919 and sufficient up 
to the end of February. At the close of the eed stall 
feeding of stock on a considerable scale had to be begun. 

Apart from stall feeding to compensate for lack of 
grazing, consumption of fodder was in excess of an 

revious year, owing to increased sales of stock, whic 

ave to be stall fed for varying riods before despatch. 
Cattle purchased for Brazil in February 1918 pd to 
shipping difficulties could not be despatched till Febru- 
ary 1919, and had to be stall fed most of the time. 

"Demand for farm stock continues to increase, receipts 
during the year amounted to Rs. 1,84,787—a record for 
the farm. 

The work of the farm in the autumn was severely 
handicapped by the influenza epidemic which affected a 
very large proportion of the farm staff. It was only 
with the greatest difficulty that the absolute necessary 
work of feeding and grazing animals could be carried on. 
Work in the cultivation was for a time at a standstill. 
The epidemic was very severe, and deaths were numer- 
ous. Many old and valued farm servants died ; chief 
among them wereJani, the farm fitter, Alah Din for many 

ears bullock Jemadar, and Lekhia one of the cultivation 
emadars. 

Contagious diseases were less prevalent than usual. 
This was probably due to the small rainfall. Dry heat 


has a marked sterilising effect on the viruses of the dis- 
eases from which we usually suffer most. The following 
diseases occurred :— 

Black-quarter. This was the only contagious disease 
from which the farm suffered serious loss. The disease 
broke out at Chaoni in the spring, among the young 
male stock (which, as usual], had been vaccinated at the 
time of weaning). The affected herds were re-vaccinated, 
but for some reason unknown to me re-vaccination did 
not confer the usual effective immunity. After one 
month, deaths from the disease again occurred in re-vac- 
cinated animals. The herds were then re-vaccinated 
for the third time, but with no better results, immunity 
again lasted for only one month. Eventually the disease 
was stopped by moving the herds to other grazing 
grounds (moving to fresh grazing grounds is always 
carried out in case of outbreaks of this disease, but in 
this case movemerts within the area usually reserved 
for male stock were ineffectual. They had eventually 
to be moved to areas usually used by cows and heifers, 
which is difficult to arrange without risk of breedin 
occurring among the immature, and is only fallen bac 
on as a last resort.) Altogether 45 deaths occurred from 
black-quarter during the year as against 45 in 1917-18. 

Equine Contagious Abortion. Four donkey mares 
and one pony mare slipped foals, as — 8 pay and 
8 donkey mares last year. But probably only in the 
case of one was the cause contagious. 

Foot-and-mouth disease, as usual, occurred in the 
spring and autumn. The autumn outbreak was un- 
usually severe, and caused marked loss of condition 
among the young stock generally. A numberof mature 
working bullocks were also severely affected, which has 
not happened before in my experience of the farm. 
Deformities and other bad effects on the feet of youn 
stock usually due to this disease were largely preven 
in this outbreak by passage of affected animals through 
a foot bath which has been erected at Chaoni for this 
special purpose. Six animals died from this disease as 
against 19 in the previous year. 

Hemorrhagic Septicemva. No deaths occurred from 
this disease as against 71 in 1917-18. Our freedom from 
this disease was no doubt due to the dry season. 

Navel-ill. Preventive measures, as usual, kept this 
disease under control. 

Rinderpest.—This occurred at Sully in February. A 
herd of 30 bulls, and two herds of cows with calves at 
heel were affected. The affected herds were inoculated 
and isolated as far as possible, and fortunately the dis- 
ease did not spread to the other cows in number about 
1,000 at Sully. The disease however did spread to the 
working bullocks on the Sully Cultivation, and in spite 
of serum inoculation losses wereesevere. Severe attacks 
of Rinderpest are in my experience not common in old 
working bullocks, but in this outbreak aged animals 
suffered most. Possibly this was owing to their bein 
in rather poor condition. Altogether 7 animals di 
from the disease as against 73 in 1917-18. _ : 

There were no fresh cases of Surra, Pirvplasmosis, 
Strangles, or Coccidiosis, all of which diseases gave 
trouble during the previous year. 

A note describing the farm outbreak of Surra in 1917 
_ been accepted for publication by the “ Agricultural 
ournal.” 

Table XVI shows the change in farm stock during the 

ear. 
2 Supernumerary Bulls.—Were issued to Punjab Dis- 
trict Boards, 192*, (includes 16 supplied to the Oat Hay 
— Okara.) To private breeders 7; to Remount 
epét 1. 
Male produce.—These suffered severely from Black- 


* Should really be increased by 8 for renee pm an addi- 
tional indent and should have been despatched in March. 
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uarter in the spring and again in common with all the 
arm stock in the cold weather from Foot and Mouth 
disease. The following were sold :—To Brazil 42 ; pri- 
Jows.—1,306 calved during the as against 1, 

during 1917-18. The average wr salt since 1917 

been approximately 1,500. Thus the percentage 
calving two ar running reaches the high figure of 87 
per cent. The following cows were sold—To Brazil, 36. 

Heifers.—201 were transferred to cows. The follow- 
ing were sold—To Brazil 178; Mona Army Remount 
Depét 6 ; private breeders 136. 

ullocks.—The following were sold—To military De- 
— 111 ; privately (Rs. 500 per pair) 2 ; to Hissar 
ail 2. 

Mules—14 ordnance and 5 equipment were issued to 
the Army Remount Depét and two were sold to Dhar 
State at 700 each. 

Arab Breeding Scheme.—No new mares were received 
during the year. Two mares foaled during the year. 
Unfortunately in the case of one a very unusual accident 
in parturition occurred involving rupture of perineum 
and death of the foal. The rupture occurred before 
assistance reached the mare. After assistance arrived 
the hemorrhage was successfully stopped and the mare 
eventually saved. 

Donkey Stallions.—The last stallion added, named 
“ Hindustan” measures height 12°34, girth 544, Shank 
74. He is farm bred. 

Donkey Colts.—The following were issued :—To Army 
Remount Department 10; Punjab District Boards 9 ; 
North-West Frontier Province 3. 

Donkey Mares.—61 foaled during the year. eh 

Sheep.—The system introduced last year of lambing 
all the ewes in the spring, and allowing to lamb once 
only during the year has been continued, and is I think 
an ae peep on the local system of running rams 
with the ewes all the year round. The decrease in the 
number of lambs is compensated for by fewer casualties 
and by improvement in quality. The ewes do better, 
and probably produce better fleeces, although up to date 
[ have not had time to test this by experiment. 

Cultivation.— During the year grain and fodder were 
received from the cultivation and Bir amounting to— 
Maunds 70,388 (say 2,586 tons) valued at Rs. 82,289. 

As usual I have to thank eee Morris, the es | 
Superintendent, for able and loyal assistance. e 
officiated with much credit during my absence on leave. 

The Farm Overseer S. Ghulam Hussain has continued 
to work with credit. The post of second Farm Overseer 
sanctioned one the year was filled by Veterinary 
Assistant Ata Mohammad, who has made a good start. 

The oftice staff have been handicapped by the absence 
of the second Clerk on military duty. The Head Clerk 
and Accountant are money commended. 

[The Report is concluded with 18 pages of tables. ] 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE OF IRELAND. 


A meeting of the Advisory Council of the College was 
held in the oe premises, Shelbourne road, Dublin, 
on Wednesday, the 17th December. 

A report on the working of the College was read show- 
ing that during the 1918-19 session, 118 students, inclu- 
ding a number from South Africa, had attended the 
College, and that at the opening of the current session 
there were 159 students in aspremanns, ot whom 61 had 
entered for the first time—this entry being a record one 
in history of the College. 

lessor Craig, it was announced, had been appoin 
to the post of "Prineipal. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—In offering myself as a candidate at 
the forthcoming election of members of the Council 
of the Royal College, I am prompted solely by the 
desire to be of service to my profession. I am a 
country practitioner by choice, and if elected shall 
do my best to represent the point of view of the 
country practitioner. 

My views on education in a tentative manner 
have already been placed before the profession ; 
suffice it to say now that I am against any increase 
of the four years course, believing that the need for 
a higher standard of education can be met by re- 
arranging the course and relegating certain subjects 
to the secondary school period. 

I support most whole-heartedly the action of the 
Council with regard to unqualified assistants. I 
feel that the 4 sac as passed will not hinder 
members from keeping book-keepers, dispensers, 
yard men, canine nurses, or in districts where they 
are needed, pig and calf castrators; but on the 
other hand will stop professional fees being charged 
for the attendance on stock of men who can only 
bring rule of thumb methods to bear on their treat- 
ment. 

With regard to the Register, I consider that the 
present temporary measure of granting our diploma 
to foreign graduates after a brief course of study 
needs very careful consideration before it is made a 
regular practice, but I consider the time has arrived 
when the Council should make use of its powers to 
place names of Colonial graduates who have ap- 
proved degrees on a Colonial Register 

State Veterinary Medicine and Public Health 
work will be well to the fore in the next few years. 
Though Cities and County Boroughs can and should 
utilise the service of whole-time veterinary officials 
for administrative and inspectorial duties, I am of 
opinion that it should be possible to devise a scheme 
for country districts under which a whole-time 
County veterinary officer administers all the Acts 
relative to the health of animals, while the private 
practitioner performs the inspectorial duties in the 
area of his practice. 

If elected I intend to keep the profession informed 
of my reasons for — any particular action on 
debatable questions. am within easy reach of 
London, and owing to the promised kind co-oper- 
ation of my partner I shall be able to attend all 
important meetings of the Council and committees. 

have had nine years in the Army Veterinary 
Corps (Special Reserve), four years and nine months 
of which has been active service, and I shall appre- 
ciate the support of all those who are serving or 
have served in the Corps. 


Sudbury, Suffolk. Farrarutt, m.z.c.v.s. 
Dee, 25th. 
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LiverRPooL UNIverRsity APPOINTMENT. 


The University Council has appointed Dr. J. Share 
Jones, director of veterinary studies in the University, 
professor of the full recently established Chair of Vet- 
erinary Anatomy. 

Dr. J. Share-Jones has held the post. of lecturer in 
veterinary studies since the year 1904, and the success 
of the school has been largely due to his energy and 
ability. He is Doctor of Veterinary Science of Liver- 

land a Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary 
urgeons, having served as a member of the council and 
as vice-president of the Royal College. It is due to his 
initiative that the School of Veterinary Studies in the 
Liverpool University is the only school in the United 
Kingdom which grants a degree in veterinary medicine. 
-~-Liverpool Weekly Courier. 

(This is the first chair of its kind in a British Uni- 

versity. | 


MORTALITY AMONG CATTLE—STARVATION ? 
To the Editor of “The Veterinary Record.” 


Sir-—The letter from “ Looker On” must have come 
as a great surprise to any sane thinking man. Surely 
the writer does not believe the statement—ninety-one 
animals were found dead or dying from starvation 
(“ practically died of starvation”) on the five different 
mentioned farms. 

On farm No. 1 we are told seventy animals practically 
died of starvation—Yet a V.S. was called in, when it 
was too late. Amongst these seventy animals fifty were 
in-lamb ewes. The food control has been removed for 
Xmas week, but we are given to understand it will shortly 
return. Ifa V.S. really found such conditions existing 
on any farm, ought he not to have reported such con- 
ditions to the R.S.P.C.A.? If such cruelty was inflicted 
by my best client I should not have spared him. Even 
if we ignore all the cruelty to the animals; the cruelty 
to the nation, with the present shortage of food, was a 
thousand times more criminal. Such a V.S. or such a 
stockowner would deserve no ae 

On farm No, 2, nine two year old heifers die practic- 


ally from starvation. No V.S. is called in. But the 
owner knew the animals were starving, and considered | 
a V.S. was unnecessary. Such stockowners may have. 
existed in England, but I am inclined to class such 
people as (doubtful very—not Deo volente). There were 


many short sighted stockowners in England who prac- 
tised parsimony rather than spend money on veterin-| 
nary advice or treatment, and trusted that the od 
policeman would report sick cattle under the C.D. 
Act ; they hoped the B. of A. Inspectors would arrive, 
these cattle be slaughtered, and thus compensation ob- | 
tained on sick animals. But such a policy leads to risk | 
of prosecution: and even the most ignorant stock- 
owners are more than chary in taking this risk. Al- 
though in the past dead stock was frequently “slaugh-. 
tered,” and occasionally compensation paid to such 
owners ; to day one runs a very heavy risk with such a 
policy. The price of stock at the present makes owners 
anxious to be rid of any cattle and sheep they cannot 
feed. Surely we can put the cases on farms 1 and 2 into 
the 7 of D.V. 

Now on farm No. 3 “ Looker On” wishes us to believe | 
the police and the V.S. compounded the stock-owner’s 
felony. I don’t feel inclired to class this case as D.V., 
but conclude that anybody who would swallow this { 
even in the cwm grano salis spirit, must have come down 
with the last shower of rain. Surely “ Looker On” does 
not believe that after a neighbour had reported cases of 
a dead yearling and two-year-old heifers on a farm, 
they would allow such cruelty to animals to continue. 


| 
“| 


Even the proverbial village po could not be so 


easily gulled, as to think such conditions were not fit to 
prosecute to the uttermost powers of the law. 

On farms 4 and 5, such conditions might exist without 
grounds for prosecution, because horses might get away 
with rheumatism or laminitis, go down and actually 
starve to death. But never-the-less I am inclined to 
put this cause out of court in both these cases, because 
rheumatism and laminitis are rare in three-year-old 
fillies and two-year-old colts. I dont deny that both 
diseases may be found in such young stock. But I 
doubt if the disease could get such a hold on young 
animals as to cause death. Long before such results 
occur young stock develope some rapidly fatal disease— 
as pneumonia, and perish from such cause, not by 
starving. 

I have only seen two cases of starvation in England : 
one was an old rheumatic horse turned out to graze on 
marsh land, he went down near water and actually 
starved to death. The other case was very similar but 
the cause of collapse was laminitis ; the subject was a 
younger animal. Both cases occurred on marsh land 
where there was plenty of water. I have been qualified 
over eighteen years, and hav2 never seen one day’s 
private practice in England, bnt I have seen something 
of English agricultural conditions whilst serving in this 
country, but conditions have certainly changed since I 
served my pupil But during the last fifteen years I 
doubt if any cattle or sheep have actually starved in the 
British Isles while they are put out to graze on pastures, 
because animals will break bounds before they starve. 
In Western Australia I have seen sheep break the 
Government rabbit-proof fence when a drought had 
reduced that portion of the country to starvation grazing. 
English cattle and sheep cannot be retained by ordinary 
hedges and fences, when they are starving. Any stock- 
man will tell you the same. In no literature on English 
Veterinary Pathology, nor in any of the numerous 
Army publications on Animal Management, is there 
any description of starvation symptoms or treatment. 
Hardly one V.S. in a hundred has seen a death entirel 
due to starvation in England. 1 have seen thousands 
starved to death, but such conditions can only be seen 
when drought exists in the land. 

“Looker On” must have misinterpreted a diagnosis 
of a V.S. wf practitioner might have stated deaths 
were practically caused by slow starvation, because 
animals had poor grazing and still poorer fodder. But 
never the less this is not starvation. It had been better 
described as malnutrition, increased by chronic substi- 
tution of artificial so called foods, brought about by 
fifty months of war, while thirteen months of the mis- 
named “ Piping days of Peace” has in no was relieved 


‘the situation. The etiology of ‘its causes is well des- 


cribed by our French cousins when they shrug their 
shoulders and exclaim “ C’est la guerre.” 

“ Looker On” has described ———- which are any- 
oor | but typical of starvation. Cachexia with a full 
and heavy coat is most symptomatic of vegetable poison- 
ing. Any man with — knowledge of toxicology 
can confirm this. I know two common plants in Aus- 
tralia that invariably — cachexia and a full coat 
—Heartleaf and Blackboy. Blackboy is a fern-like 
plant that is found almost throughout Anstralia. When 
droughts get severe poisoning invariably increases in 
stock. There are many plants in England and India 
that will produce similar symptoms. 

But “ Looker On’s” suggestions for the remedy of the 
situation are more off the mark than any statements 
made in the previous part of his letter. Government 
making an inventory of the Nation’s stock would be a 
very costly affair, and no sane man could see any benefit 
from such statistics. To schedule our live stock would 
not benefit any trade—not even the cattle trade. It 
could not produce any curative or prophylactic 
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treatment from the Veterinary Profession. It might 
transfer numerous senior officers from the R.A.V.C. 
into the Board of Agriculture, but it would certaiul 
not . 7. one V.S. who had lost his practice throug 
the War. The policy would be unjustifiable, also, 
towards stockowners, because its action would be to 
drive stock into Government ownership. Stockowning 
by Government would mean that cattle— or cattle 
attendants would be almost certain to have to fall into 
line in —— for the animals’ food. Government have 
made a huge financial failure of the Railways, but think 
what a farcical failure State Live Stock sees 
would mean. Neither the public nor the cattle woul 
be gainers. Therefore there only remains the Veteria- 
ary Profession to consider. A few favoured senior 
officers might become post-war profiteers by such a 
policy. But the private practitioner knows that in the 
Army during the war he was pestered by two thousand 
Army Forms. Then a few more Veterinary Knights 
would have to be created, then the Board of Agriculture 
forms would certainly go up to two millions at least. 
Let the rank and file of practitioners consider it is 
better to work while it is day, for when the Veterinary 
Knights and the Bureaucrats get on the rampage, private 
practitioners might just as well get off this planet—they 
will be unable to exist here. The Veterinary Profession 
has been known for its lack of policy. ‘ Looker On’s” 
policy wonld only benefit office seekers—laymen and 
veterinary surgeons. 
SYLVETICUS. 


BOARDED-OUT ARMY HORSES. 


Srr,—A short time ago it was brought to the notice 
of Council that the appointment of veterinary surgeons 
for large areas to medically attend the horses was most 
unfair to other M.R.C.V.S. Is anything being done to 
alter the state of affairs ‘—Yours, «c., 

Dec. 29th. M.R.V.C.S. 


About Ponies. 
To the Editor of The Veterinary Record 


Dear Sir,—I enclose herewith part of “ Olserver” con- 
taining letters about ponies : they may interest you, if 
not your readers. 1 have nothing to say about the New 
Forest ponies. Most of the article is nice and romantic. 
About the letter of the Secretary of the National Equine 
Defence League I am puzzled. Evidently the ponies 
working in the pits work 18 hours a day, in 3 shifts, 
with intervals of 2 hours. How long can that continue ? 
And what about the ponies’ tongues. I know when I 
was a dissecting student the names of some of the 
muscles of the part used to make me feel bad tempered, 
and I am rather glad the members of the Royal Com- 
mission decided in 1910 that the operation of tearing out 
a pony’s tongue was impossible “although Mr. Keir 
Hardie sawit done.” It makes me feel I have not missed 
my chances during the last 40 years or so. I am not 
” or “Ono Who Knows” ; but 

Your Interested Reader : 
WALTER W, GULLEFORD. 

Slade Street, Hythe, Kent. 


Pit Pontes, 


“One Who Knows” writes on the short working hours 
of pit ponies. Is it possible that such an authority is 
not aware that generally they are worked in three shifts 
of six hours A wi day? He positively writes as if the 
ponies enjoyed an existence in mines which is a negation 
of every natural instinct and capacity they possess. 

Does “ One Who Knows” live in a balloon that he 
does not see the cases of revolting treatment of pit 


ponies which are always appearing in newspapers cir- 
culating in colliery districts pete refers us to the eigh 
Government inspectors’ reports. May I relate an in- 
stance from which the value of these may be estimated ¢ 
In giving evidence before the Royal Commission ap- 
pointed to consider this matter in 1910 I instanced cases 
of pit ponies’ tongues being torn out by the roots. The 
Commission not only characterised this as an exaggera- 
tion, but as being a physical impossibility, although the 
late Mr. Keir Hardie actually saw it done. It was sub- 
sequently discovered that during the time I gave this 
evidence three such cases had occurred and were dealt 
with in the courts. On one occasion, whilst the coal in 
a Wakefield colliery was being examined a pit pony’s 
tongue was found amongst it. Upon the animals bein 
examined three or four days afterwards, one was foun 
minus its tongue! And yet this had never been pre- 
viously discovered through the assiduous attention given 
to these animals by the officials in whom “One Who 
Knows” begs us to place such implicit confidence.— 
Faithfully Yours, 

Francis A. Cox, Secretary, 
The National Equine Defence League. 


Morors v. PoNIES IN THE NEw Forest. 


All through the forest the ponies wander freely, and 
the roads often cut through the open spaces near the 
ponds or wind amongst the glades' The ponies, often 
the property of poor cottagers, who look to the sale of 
one or two of them to help to pay their rent, are thus 
exposed without the least chance of defence to these 
road-hogs. Anyone would think that a man in a car, 
crossing an unfenced conntry, in which he knew that 
herds of ponies strayed and cows were pastured, would 
drive at a slow pace. Those who think so do not know. 
Humanity makes no appeal to him ; he knows the ponies 
may be owned by the people that he calls “the poor,” 
so on he goes, especially at night, drives straight into a 
pony or a cow. hat he knocks down he leaves with 

roken ~— or badly injured, and then . . . drives on. 
Perhaps the injured beast struggles up on to its feet and 
creeps away into the woods to die of thirst, for streams 
are rare in the New Forest ; perhaps it lies there until 
its owner finds it and puts it out of pain. In any case, 
the miscreant drives on. 

Figures and facts can be obtained from any resident. 
One friend of mine writes me that thirteen ponies, in 
the district only around where he lives, had been killed 
or mutilated since the first week in April. 

The forest is a national playground. In it thousands 
pass their holidays. Shall it be rendered dangerous to 
them and to their children by these speed-mougering 
brutes? I hear it stated that the commoners will soon 
give up attempts to breed ponies. What is the remedy, 
and how are the forest ponies to be protected from 
wanton injury or destruction ? 

It is hoped that a Commission may sit upon the 
question of grazing and the like. Before it witnesses 
are certain to be brought They will confirm, and more 
than confirm all that I have said. Lord Montagu of 
Beaulieu proposes, if I understand rightly, a system of 
mutual insurance amongst members of motor clubs to 
pay for damaged animals. So far, so good ; but that does 
nothing towards the protection of the “ pownie beasts.” 
Others have written to me from the forest advocating 
that the speed-watching should be vested in the police, 
and the duties discharged by — instead of by 
officials of the touring club. It seems to me that the 
remedies are three. First, to put on a strict speed limit, 
not to exceed ten miles an hour on all the forest roads. 
Second, if it can be brought home to them, to fine the 
owner, driver, and all the passengers of any car that 
should run over ponies and leave them injured on the 
road. Third, the restitution of the old forest gates, a 
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measure strongly recommended by cattle owners for the 
preventiou and detection of reckless drivers. 

These remedies are not heroic, but still I think not 
quite iueffectual, especially the gates.— The Observer. 

[Our extracts from both article and letter are confined 
to the argument’; the “nice and romantic” portions of 
both have been omitted, and some of the “ florid” pass- 
ages slightly modified. ] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V5S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterin 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Axe, H. J., Lt.-Col., D.S.O. 
Darwell, A.E, Leigh, Lancs., 1919-1920 2 2 0 
Greig, J. R.. Edinburgh 110 
Hickes, R. J., Market Weighton 
Jarvie, J.. Carluke 
Litt, W., Whitehaven 
Milligan, A. J.. Annan 110 
Nairn, W., Blairgowrie, 1918-1919-1920 3 3 0 
Roberts, A. E., Chepstow, Mon. er 
Twomey, M., Macroom 110 
Williams, G. H., Chippenham, Wilts 
1919-1920 2 2 0 
Previously acknowledged 1035 7 10 
1051 2 10 
Dee. $1 
Personal. 


Mrs. John Dunstan, of Liskeard, has been the recipient 
of a handsome dial barometer, accompanied by an illu- 
minated address, inscribed as follows :— 


“Presented to Mrs. J. Dunstan together with a 
barometer by the undermentioned agriculturists of 
Liskeard and district, in. honour and appreciation of 
her valuable services rendered as organiser and fore- 
woman of the part-time workers, in assisting the pro- 
duction of food in the great European war.—Honble. 
Mrs. Aubrey Smith, Messrs. E. H. Hoskin, E. J. Mad- 
dever, R. B. Trant, R. H. Clogs, T. Coode, S. Snell, 
B. Trant, J. L. Rapson, R. briel, S.* Whiting, 
H. R. Lucas.”— Zhe Cornish Times. 


OBITUARY. 
Joun Harton, M.R.¢.v.8., Denning Road, Hampstead. 


Lond : April., 1868. 
Died 17th Dec., aged 74. 
A. A? ACOBS, M.R.C.V.8., Upper Park Place, London. 


N.W. Lond : April, 1876, 
Died 17th Dec., aged 64. 

Artuur R. LitreLsonn, Gerrard’s Cross, Bucks, and 
Local Government Board. Lond : July, 1902. 
Died 8th Dec. 

G. C. Lowg, F.R.¢.v.s., Thorburn Sq., London, 8.E. 

Lond : May, 1892. Fellow 8th Dec., 1906. 
Died 9th Dec., aged 50. 

J. McPuatt, M.8.0.v.8., City Chambers, Hull, Yorks. 

Radin : Dec 


1895. 
Died 20th Dec., aged 48. 


Grorak Newsom, M.RB.0.v.8., Wicklow, Ireland. 
Lond : March, 1873. 
Died Nov. 23rd. 


J. W. Wuirecross, M.R.c.v.8., Kingston-on-Thames. 
Edin : April, 1887. 


Died 15th Dec., aged 53. 
JouHN WILLIAMS, M.R.C.V.8., Pont 1, Mon. 
Died 8th Dec. 


Arrken. At Dalkeith, on 27th Dec., ANNIz SMITH 
Kirk, wife of Bt.-Lieut.-Colonel J. J. Aitken, Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. 


The news of the death of Mr. James McPhail, Chief 
Food Inspector and Veterinary Inspector of the Hull 


8rY/ Corporation, and Food Inspector of Hull and Goole 


Port Sanitary Authority, at Bridlington on Saturday, 
20th, will be received with regret in Hull, and by many 
friends. Mr. McPhail has suffered latterly from heart 
weakness ; he was not, however, the sort of man to 
lie by, and on Saturday evening had a seizure, which 
proved fatal. 

Mr. McPhail came to Hull the latter pes of 1903 
from Edinburgh to take over the duties of Chief Meat 
Inspector, and at that time was 31 years of age. He 
had commenced his professional career as assistant 
meat inspector for Dundee, following which he spent 
four years as veterinary inspector for the Edinburgh 
Corporation. He came to Hull with many distinctions. 
He was a medallist in morbid anatomy, pathology, and 
histology, and demonstrator in anatomy, a ology, 
and bacteriology at the New Veterinary College at 
Edinburgh. 

By the death of Mr. McPhail, the city loses a most 
efficient and valuable official, and the public a very 
viligant and thoroughly trustworthy servant, whose 
value in looking after unsound food and the health of 
the people cannot be over-estimated. In the last 
annual report of the Hull Medical Officer of Health, 
details are given of the food inspection in 1918, which 
shows that, in addition to other Foods, a huge quantity 
of bacon had been withdrawn from sale by the Ministry 
of Food through his action. Bacteriological examina- 
tions were made by Mr. McPhail of 255 animals, and 
anthrax was found in two cases. The returns show 
that 538 carcases altogether were seized, including 
nearly 200 for tuberculosis, and 120 for decomposition. 

Mr. McPhail on several occasions gave lectures at 
coterer ore meetings, and he also has lectured at the 
Hull Sunday Association. He was held in high esteem 
in veterinary, health, and scientific and medical circles 
in the North of England and in Scotland.—//ull Times. 


Dr. ArtourR Risussett LITTELJONN. 
A War Service Recorp. 


It is with regret that we have to record the death of 
Arthur Rieussett Litteljohn, M.R.0.8., L.R.0.P., M.R.0.V.8., 
D.P.H., Medical Officer in the Ministry of Health, whic 
took place at a nursing home in London on the 8th De- 
cember at the early age of 38. He was a son of the late 
Dr. Saltern Geor a and was educated at St. 
Paul’s School and at the Royal Veterinary College and 
at St. Mary’s Hospital. He was for some time tutor in 
veterinary medicine at the Royal Veterinary College, 
and made a number of contributions to scientific journals 
on veterinary matters of special medical interest. He 
was the author of a well arranged and very useful hand- 
book on meat and its inspection. In 1911 when Dr. 
Litteljohn was appointed to the medica) staff of the 
Local Government Board, he had already made a close 
study of the many important points at which veterinary 
and Lomas medicine touch in their bearing on public 
health. He had added to these a sound knowledge and 
practical experience of public health administration 
ined in the course of several municipal appointments 
which he had held, and with this somewhat rare and 


valuable equipment he speedily found scope in the food 
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department of the Local Government Board for the 
— application of his knowledge and fine judgment. 

he war interrupted progress in the special work in 
which he was en , and the food department im- 
mediately became immersed in the task which it under- 
took for the War Office—of organising and controlling ar- 
rangements for acomring that the Army’s food supplies 
were manufactured and prepared under proper sanitary 
conditions. 

With those of his colleagues to whom military service 
was denied, he threw himself with characteristic zeal 
into this work. Early in 1915 the Local Government 
Board was asked by the War Office to provide inspectors 
to undertake supervision of the preparation and packing 
of the vast quantities of food materials which were bein 
manufactured for our armies in North and Sout 
America, Litteljohn was entrusted with this mission in 
the United States and Canada, and laboured without a 
break in his extremely arduous and responsible task 
from the spring of 1915 till the autumn of 1918 when he 
returned to England much impaired in health, but with 
the satisfaction of knowing that his work in America 
had contributed in no small degree to the welfare and 
efficiency of our troops in the field. His correspondence 
during this time shows how capable he was of dealing 
with a big problem in a big way. Ina spite of the great 
distances which he had to cover in the United States 
and Canada, his arrangements enabled him to maintain 
effective control in all the packing houses engaged on 
British contracts. The reputation which he had gained 
at home for sound knowledge of his subject, reliable 
judgment, and prompt and fair decision was quickly es- 


tablished amongst the American and Canadian packing 
firms. Many representatives of these firms have since 
testified their respect and admiration for his gifts in 
this direction, and the helpful and stimulating spirit in 
which he invariably dealt with the many difficult prob- 
lems with which they were faced. It is no exaggeration 
to say that one of the chief factors which went towards 
securing the extraordinarily uniform and consistently 
quality of the food supplied to our troops during 
is unprecedented war, was the high character of Littel- 
john’s work, and the respect which his courage and 
ability inspired in those with whom he had to deal. 

After a brief rest in om ony during which his health 
seemed to improve somewhat, he undertook a mission of 
a similar kind for the War Office in Australia, where he 
remained for a few months. He had barely completed 
his work there when his health broke down, and he re- 
turned to England in July last. Since then he gradually 
became worse, but his fortitude never deserted him 
throughout his long and painful illness. For his services 
and sacrifices during these strenuous years he was men- 
tioned in War Office despatches. 

“A. R.” Litteljohn was well known pay as a 
fine athlete and first-class cricketer. He played for 
Middlesex for a number of years, and heand his brother 
“E. S.”—also a medical man—have on many occasions 
done brilliant things for the were XI. 

His loss will be keenly felt by all his numerous friends, 
both in the Ministry of Health, where his ability and 
high character were fully recognised, and in the world 
of sport where he was so well known and loved. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t+ Swine Fever. 
Cases Disease. [| Be. 
Confrmd! Out-| Ani-|— Out- | Ani- | | Sheep] 
Period. breaks| mals, | Out- | Ani- mals. mals.| Out- | Slaugh- 
(a) (a) (d) (b) (d) (a) 
Week ended Deo. 27 6 | 8s] 1 146] 2] 37 16 
1918 | 6 119 | 297 24 12 
Coes 1917 6 107| 210} 22] 28 5 
1916 18 | 21 80} 36] 49 26 
Total for 62 weeks, 1919  {150| 5 | 234 | 314 | 75 | 8487] 61] 5016 | 9861] 498] 2305 | 1089 
1918 | 98/101 |’ 3 | 40 | 34| 98| 4488 | 4922] 952] 1407 | 552 
Corres 1917 421 | 480 25| 68 | 2614| 4873) 548| 2104 | 870 
periodin 19016 651 | 668 | 1 | 78 | 46| 117] 2104| 4614] 861] 4988 | 9145 
a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attacked :— Wilts 1 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec, 80, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses, 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND, Week ended Dec, 320 eee eee eee . . eee 2 17 . 
Week in 1918 eee eee eee eee ~ 
1917 eee eee eee eee 
Total for 51 weeks, 1919 1 1 | 189 294 83 102 
{ in | 96 834 82 190 
n in 1917 eee 3 5 eee eee 1 1 2 
ponding 1916... | 3 61 452 | 809 1847 


De ent of culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, eterinary Branch), Dublin, Deo, 22, 1919 
onl * As Diseased 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are 


y. or Exposed to Infection 
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